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the men.' Under the krasavitsi, despite the shortage of
machines, yields have been higher than ever before.
For two hours we questioned him and he took great
trouble to answer our questions. He produced for us the
farm records and the work-books of the members of a
brigade. He told us how the wages were paid, and how
the children were looked after while their mothers worked.
He boasted that the farm of 2,700 acres supports 1,000
people, in 218 families; and that it has no less than 119
full time workers and 241 part time workers. And at 2
o'clock, before we had seen anything of the farm outside
his office, we were invited to sit down to a prodigious
meal: salads, meat pies, cucumbers, onions, cabbage
soup, wine, brandy, and vodka. For an hour we ate and
offered toasts to one another. Then we made a tour of
the farm. It is well kept and efficiently run, as one might
expect with such a cohort of workers. In one barn we
came across some girls sitting in a circle, cutting the tops
off onions. One of their number had a balalaika, with
coloured ribbons hanging from the neck. She had been
playing to them, but she was too shy to perform for visitors.
At 5.30 we were brought back to the office, to find
another meal, larger than the first. We settled down to
enjoy ourselves, Russian fashion. You stand up and with
your fork you spear a piece of bread from this plate, a
hunk of pork from that, and some cucumber from another.
J[f your companion isn't eating enough, or fast enough,
you encourage him by spearing some more food and
pushing it on his plate. It was all in good part and very
cheerful. We got up in turn and offered toasts: to Stalin,
Truman, and Attlee; to the women of the farm; to a
good harvest; to the chairman's health. The film star,
who had listened to the talk of manuring rates, milk yields,
and breeds of pigs, with admirable patience, now warmed
up and asked the Chairman to sing folk songs to us. He
'stood up, solemn-faced, and waving his arms imperiously
fte conducted the whole party (about ten Russian officials

